
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 49 1 

such absorption can the growth of Israel between the time of Deborah 
and Solomon be explained. The tribe of Judah, especially, contained 
a large Canaanite element. After the preaching of the prophets, 
beginning with that of Elijah, the ger was placed in another relation. 
Religious and not simply economic considerations began to determine 
his place in Israel. He was obligated to fulfill certain religious duties 
in the worship of Jehovah but not all of those required of Israel. This 
is his position under the Deuteronomic law. It is quite different from 
that of the nokhri who is passing over into the class of the heathen 
from whom the Israelite is to be completely separated. This distinc- 
tion is still further sharpened in the priestly legislation. A good 
example of the development of the idea of the ger is seen in the laws 
respecting that which is torn or dies of itself. In Ex. 22 130 there is 
no mention of the ger; in Deut. 14:21 the ger with the nokhri is 
allowed a habit less clean than that of an Israelite ; in Lev. 17:15 the 
lesser cleanliness of the ger is not allowed. Thus in the priestly 
legislation the geri m were drawn more closely into the obligations of 
the Israelites. Our author thinks that not all gerim under this 
legislation were circumcised but that this ideal was before the legis- 
lator. In the period between the writing of the priestly legislation 
and the books of Chronicles ger, in meaning, loses the restriction of 
one resident in Israel and becomes the proselyte. The establishment 
of this historic development of the ger which brings us to the 
Grecian period occupies about one-half of this treatise. The remainder 
carries one into the Maccabean and Roman periods and shows the 
working of the particularism and universalism of Judaism in the 
struggles for national life and in the growth of the Jewish sects. 
Yale University. Edward Lewis Curtis. 



The Targum of Onkelos, to Genesis. A critical inquiry into 
the value of the text exhibited by Yemen MSS. compared 
with that of the European recension together with some 
specimen chapters of the oriental text. By Henry Barn- 
stein, Ph.D. London: David Nutt, 1896. Pp. x+100. 

The text of the Targumlm is, as is well known, sadly neglected. 
The vocalization especially, as given in the ordinary editions, presents 
the aspect of boundless confusion. Lagarde (re)printed the prophets 
from the Reuchlin codex and the Hagiographa mainly from the first 
Bomberg edition, both only consonantally : "codicem istum vocalibus 
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instructum ita ut inveni edidissem, si ... . vocales in codice eadem 
semper ratione essent positse." Berliner gave us a reprint of the Sab- 
bioneta Onqelos which shows how unreliable in point of vocalization 
even the best texts are. For grammatical purposes the Targum was 
scarcely available. One knows how much uncertainty attaches to 
grammatical observations made from unpointed texts which are not 
even consonantally established. What would become of our knowledge 
of Hebrew grammar if we were only left to the keTiB ? Of late Targum 
MSS. with superlinear vocalization have been brought to Europe from 
Yemen and acquired by the British Museum. Merx printed from them 
selected portions in his Chrestomathy. The excellence of the vocaliza- 
tion of the Yemen texts is proven by internal evidence and by com- 
parison with Syriac. Dalman was able to use for his excellent 
Grammatik des judisch-paldstinischen Aramaisch a MS. of Onqelos with 
superlinear vocalization belonging to Professor Socin of Leipzig. Mr. 
Barnstein has examined four of the Yemen MSS. accessible in England 
for the Onqelos version of Genesis. The philologist will be interested 
in those parts of the thesis which deal with the superlinear vocalization 
in general, the differences of vocalization, the variations in orthography, 
and especially the grammatical variants. ^13 (p. 65), I may be per- 
mitted to remark, is not a Hebraism. Cf. TSJBft (Merx, Chrest., 153) 
and Syriac |oi-J-». The plural of " segolates " in Hebrew is, to use a term 
from the Arabic grammar, a plural of a plural formed from the type 

Jlxi (Salter Brooks, Vestiges of the Broken Plural in Hebrew). Hence 
D^KflS ; /. e., D^W© , from pita'un for pitawun ; hence FYiSGX an d hence 
the retention of the (long) vowel in the examples quoted. The Bible 
student who uses Onqelos for textual and exegetical purposes will be 
concerned with the exegetical variants. (On p. 71 read D^TZJSX for 
""TIJDS) There are appended at the end of the very laudable effort of 
the young doctor four specimen chapters (17, 26, 31, 41) from Genesis 
according to the Yemen texts consulted by the author, which make us 
but eager to see the remainder in print. When we have the whole 
before us, we shall be in a position to judge whether indeed, as the 
author maintains, the Yemen MSS. represent the Palestinian recension 
of the Onqelos version. The question is certainly an interesting one 
and of the utmost importance for the reconstruction of the original 
text of Onqelos. Max L. Margolis. 

Hebrew Union College, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 



